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Welcome to the Newsletter!
Principals Corner
I write this with a feeling of optimism and hope. As
demonstrated by the launch of this school newsletter, I
believe that the pandemic will help us come together and
help us be stronger and more resilient. Our founder, Dr.
Carlos Azcoitia, created our school with the aim of

It has been a long time coming, but Community Links
High School now has its own newsletter! We hope you
will take some time to read it and learn about what
teachers and students are doing lately. School is
remote right now, but we still want to stay connected
to you!

enriching the lives of our students by creating a strong
partnership between teachers, students, parents, and

Speaking of staying connected, please take 5 minutes

community members. He proposed a three-year high school

to fill out this survey

that would graduate 100% of our students, and that has
remained our vision to this day. Doing this takes a village,

(https://forms.gle/TrmDQQBeuYjjJHrx7) to tell us
how to best communicate with you.

as they say, and we continue to work together to make sure
our students and their families are given the best
educational opportunities.

We hope your family has a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year! We’ll see you in 2021!

Important Dates

As you may know the re-opening of schools to in-person
learning is approaching for Pre-K and specialized cluster
programs on Monday, January 11, 2021, and K-8 students
on Monday, February 1, 2021. High school students will

December 18 -- 2nd Quarter Progress Reports

remain in remote learning for now, while options are

Mailed

evaluated. We will keep you informed along the way so

December 19-January 4 -- Winter Break - No

you are prepared for an eventual return of our high school

School

students during the 2020-21 school year.

January 6 -- Elementary/High School Local School
Council Meeting @ 9 AM

Please join us at 9 AM on the second Friday of every
month for our Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) meetings.
As most things these days, they are virtual. You can join by
calling in by phone (see Dates section for the number) or
by logging in on a computer (ask your student to show you

January 15 -- Parent Advisory Committee (PAC)
Meeting @ 9 AM
January 18 -- Martin Luther King Day - No School
February 4 -- End of 1st Semester

how). Meetings are an opportunity to meet with other

February 5 -- No School -- Institute Day

parents to talk and offer support so that the work we do at

February 8 -- Start of 2nd Semester

the school can be reinforced and enriched at home. I look
forward to getting feedback from our parents about your

Note: All meetings are held virtually for safety. To

experience with our school.

join the PAC, click this link
(https://meet.google.com/qze-debc-etn) or dial 401-

Lastly, please help me welcome two new members to our
school community, 1st SGT Ybarra, JROTC Instructor, and
Mr. Figueroa, Technology Coordinator. They have been
working extremely hard to support our students, teachers,
and parents. It has been an honor to work alongside them.

646-0792 and enter PIN: 949 452 614#
For other meeting links, see website.

A Unit of Spooky Stories
By Mr. Stehley
Every time I tell my class that we are watching a video, I always hear cries of “Let’s watch a scary movie!” I finally
decided to create a unit so that students can engage with their interest in horror. This was the start of our Gothic Horror
Unit, which began in October, just in time for “Spooky Season,” as some students called it.

Corner
Freshmen in ESL II and Reading learned about Gothic Literature, the beginning of Principals
horror stories, and
deconstructed
stories like Edgar Allen Poe’s The Raven to see what makes a good horror story. In the end, the students put their
knowledge to the test and wrote their own horror stories! The results were fantastic. Students wrote about every
supernatural ghoul and goblin that you could think of! Some played off of legends and folklore like the Cucuy or La
Llorona. Others devised their own creatures and built fantastically dark settings to house them. One student even
included sketches of her creation!

Overall, I was incredibly impressed by the work that everyone did. I think that a narrative of this sort was quite new to
many students because they had so much freedom to write. Some students were even unsure of what to do with so much
freedom! In the end, however, I think every student should be proud of what they accomplished. Hopefully one day one
of these stories will be made into a horror movie of its own, and I will have future students asking to watch it in class.

A True Survivor

Kilroy Watkins was in his twenties when he decided he wanted to become a paralegal.
There were only two obstacles. One, he didn’t have a high school diploma. And two, he

Speaks
By Ms. Koroski

was in prison, convicted for a murder that he didn’t commit. But he wasn’t about to let
that stop him -- in fact, that was exactly why he wanted to become a paralegal. He planned
to argue and win his own case from behind bars.

The sophomores in Ms. Koroski’s US History class heard about this experience first-hand
-- from Kilroy Watkins himself when he made a virtual visit to class on December 1st.

Kilroy Watkins was one of over 100 Black men tortured by the Chicago Police
Department between 1972-1995. These men were forced to confess to crimes they didn’t
commit and were imprisoned for them. It took decades for the city of Chicago and the
Caption: Kilroy Watkins,
left, with another torture

state of Illinois to acknowledge that officers committed crimes. Only one officer, Jon
Burge, ever served any time in prison for these crimes (a minimal 3.5 years).

survivor, at a protest in
January 2020.

In 2015, Chicago passed a law granting reparations to survivors of torture. Part of that law
included a requirement for the torture to be taught in CPS. As a result, students in US
History have investigated what happened to torture survivors, why it was allowed to take
place, and who is responsible.

Kilroy Watkins spoke to the class about his experience being tortured by police, his time
in prison, and his continued fight for justice. For someone who spent 30 years in prison, he
was remarkably optimistic. When asked by a student if he was afraid of the police, Kilroy
said “I am a little afraid. But I refused to be paralyzed by that fear.”

College & Career Column
By: Ms. Bermejo
Is your son/daughter part of the graduating class of
2021? Have they completed the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or, if eligible,
the Alternative Application for Illinois Financial
Aid?

FAFSA completion ensures that students are made
aware of postsecondary options and are able to
access the free funding available to them so they
can pursue their educational goals.

CONGRATS to the following students
who have successfully completed
FAFSA!!!

Abdian

Principals Corner
Adrian
Alexander A.
Alexander T. Alonso
Ariana
Evelyn
Francisco
Henry
Javier
Jocelyn

What information do I need to complete my
2021-22 FAFSA or the Alternative Application
for Illinois Financial Aid?

Jonathan
Julisa
Kayla
Victor

• 2019 federal tax returns, W-2’s, and other

Yovani

records of money earned.
• Banking statements and records of investments
(if applicable).

CONTRIBUTORS

• Records of untaxed income (if applicable).
• List of colleges you would like to attend.
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Additional information you will need if you are
completing the FAFSA:
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• Social Security Number. Be sure it is correct!
• Your Alien Registration Number, if you
(student) are not a U.S. citizen.
• An FSA ID to sign electronically. (This can be
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created beforehand at fsaid.ed.gov, or at the time
of application).
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Please reach out to Mrs. Bermejo
(ebermejo@cps.edu) to get started.

It’s not too late to complete FAFSA.

